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Reminders: 

 Veteran’s Day    

invitation deadline   

is October 21st 

 Veteran’s Day      

program is October 

31st 

 Weights Club is 

October 22 

 Boys Basketball 

meeting October 

21st @ 7am 

 MakerTeens is on 

October 24 

 Check out other 

announcements on 

our WMS website at 

ms.willardschools.net 

I know that people around school wanted to audition for Willy Wonka, but were afraid to try it 
due to fears in their mind. I understand what that’s like, I’m here to give you some tips, tricks, 
and advice to help WMS students with their insecurities. If you want to audition but get too 
nervous when the time is here, Stop and breathe, and don’t focus on what others think of you. 
It’s your time to shine! Try imagining yourself on stage and see how happy you would be. 
 
Here is a tip on auditioning: Don’t lock your knees. When your nerves get to you, the body 
wants to freeze up and lock joints. Absolutely do not lock your knees. If you lock them you will 
end up fainting! Do not think of the judges or crowd, focus on your lines and your character. 
Your mind likes to think everyone is looking and judging you, but it’s simply not the case. The 
people around you are nervous too, maybe more than you are. 
 
Practice confidence! You may be thinking that you have all the confidence in the world, but in 
an audition setting sometimes the nerves get the best of you. Once up on stage, sometimes 
confidence flies out the window. I recommend practicing in front of friends over and over again 
until you’re comfortable! Before the audition take at least 10 deep breaths. Your breath will  

quicken due to nerves so you rush through the lines and that can negatively affect your audition. Also, shake out your 
nerves before walking on stage. When you walk in, OWN the stage. Always be prepared for not getting the part you want 
or not getting anything at all. Not everyone always gets a part. Make sure and focus on the positive by telling yourself “I 
tried my best and will prepare more for next time!” Keep positive thoughts in your head and block out the negative. 
 
I have good news for people who find this inspiring! The Frozen, Jr. musical is in April. If you didn’t get a part in Willy Won-
ka, you have a second chance! I suggest practicing these tips so you can rock the auditions for Frozen, Jr. Another great 
way to prepare is to join Drama Club! We meet every Thursday in our awesome Black Box Theatre until 3:30pm. We have 
lots of fun people and activities! Plus, it’s a great place to let out stress and is a relaxing environment. 
 
Not only will the tips mentioned above can help you feel better about auditions, but you could also apply them to everyday 
life. Then you will generally be a happier person! I did and I’ve been happier with my life and situations.  I understand that 
it’s hard to all of a sudden get rid of all the negative thoughts. If you’re in a negative mindset, I suggest finding someone 
trustworthy to talk to. I was so afraid to go to my family to talk about what I was feeling, so I opened up to a close group of 
friends. I really let out my emotions and was open about what was going on with my mental health. They listened, encour-
aged me, and made me see that they weren’t going to turn against me. Also, a huge thing my friends helped me see is that 
everyone is going through something tough. Just because a kid is being “mean” towards you, doesn’t mean it has anything 
to do with you, they are probably hurting. I encourage you to think before you speak, because our words are powerful and 
can really cut to the core of someone else. 
 
I also want to encourage you to reach for the stars! Everyone has talents! Go and try your hardest, never give up! Always 
be positive and show others empathy and compassion, we need more of that in our school. Lots and lots of love and com-
passion. We can do that at WMS, so let’s give it a shot! 

By: Sawyer Piper 

Don’t forget about Parent/Teacher Conferences! 
Thursday, October 24 

By Appointment Only 

Contact your Action teacher 

3pm—6:45pm 

Tuesday, October 29 

Come and Go 

Drop in anytime! 

3pm—6:45pm 

for the Stars! 
Inspiration 
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Much? 
Addicted 

By: Adam Dunlap 

Video game additions are a thing that is very bad for your 
mental and physical health. I know this from first hand  

experience, video games can be good and bad. They are a form of 
entertainment from getting out of the real world, it’s okay if you play 

some of the time but what can happen if you go too far? I have 
experienced what it’s like to go to far. 

When I was dealing with my addition, I would play nonstop on the weekends and sometimes not eat because of it. I would 
think about it all day and talk about it nonstop and not do anything else except video games. Soon my neck had started 

hurting and my body started hurting because I was sitting too much and wasn't getting the exercise that I needed. It was my 
only passion that started ruining my life. I had been lying to my mom about playing more than I was supposed to. I was a 
failure in life and my relationships. I thought that video game skills will get me somewhere in life, but as time progressed, I 

got nowhere in life, my grades dropped, and I was failing school.  
 

According to Tracy Smith, who wrote an article called Video Game Addiction Statistics, she says, “Individuals may be 
consumed with thoughts about playing and show signs of impatience and agitation when they are unable to play. 

People may be dishonest about the amount of time that they spend playing video games and isolate themselves to play for 
longer. Physical symptoms include: 

• Tiredness 

• Headaches and migraines 

• Carpal tunnel syndrome 
• Lack of personal hygiene. 

When I started realizing this, I was so far in the hole, it was hard to get out. I decided to motivate myself to do other things. I 
started working out, participating in sports, and I limited my playing time. Eventually, I was only playing 4 hours a week and I 
didn’t care that I didn't play all the time. I was happier, I was pulling myself out of the hole and didn’t feel like I was living in 
the dark anymore. If you are dealing with an addiction like this and would like to stop, the first step is admitting it and get 

yourself involved in some new activities. Make some new friends. Trust me, it’s worth it. 

The 

Spirits 
Spooky 

Landers Theatre 
of 

By: Simon Applegate 

Landers theatre is over 100 years old, and it is no surprise that it has a lot of hauntings and strange things happening 
throughout the years. For example, a janitor was killed in a fire in 1920 and his ghost can still be seen on the second floor 
during rehearsals. According to Springfield little theatre’s website, "on the street in front of the theater people have observed 
a tall apparition of a long-haired, blonde man, dressed in Elizabethan clothes peering at them from behind a curtain on the 
fourth floor in a room which is now a costume room.” 
 
These are not the only reported sightings of ghosts. It is said that baby fell from the second floor balcony to its death. Some 
performers still see what looks like the baby falling, and they have also reported what seems to be babies crying while the 
mother is trying to comfort it. But before there was Landers theatre, there was Baldwins theatre which burnt down in 1919, 
so that might play a big role in some of the hauntings as it was just 1 year later that landers was built on top of it. 
 
Not surprisingly, the basement is often the site of most of the sightings, that’s very typical with basements. The  
technical director saw a middle aged apparition of a man in the basement, thinking it was a person he called out to the man. 
He asked if he could help him, and as he said that the apparition walked behind a pillar, and disappeared. What’s even 
creepier is that a group of people who were using one of those Ouija boards on the balcony, said that the ghost the director 
saw was the same one that they just contacted, and they said his name was Ned. Some other ghostly things such as ran-
dom tapping on the shoulder, and whispering can be heard. From what we’ve learned, it is safe to say that Landers theatre 
is the most haunted building in Springfield. 
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The art of motion pictures was developed in 1872 by Eadweard 

Muybridg, who at the time was working for a racehorse breeder 

named Leland Stanford. Eadweard was helping Leland test the 

theory that during a horse’s gallop it lifts all four legs off the 

ground at once. At the time because the movement was too 

quick to tell, the theory was considered to be false. So to prove 

this theory in 1877, Muybridge lined the track with 12 cameras 

to perfectly capture the gallop of a horse. This proved that in a 

gallop, a Horse does have all four legs up at once. After prov-

ing the theory, Eadweard Muybridge put the pictures into a 

Magic Lantern (essentially the original film projector.) This pro-

jected a “Moving Picture” that was identical to the actual horses 

movements in real life. Much later, other inventors and photog-

raphers made better, easier ways of photographing things at 

high speeds. A person who accomplished photographing at 

high speeds was Étienne-Jules Marey, a French physiologist, 

who made a chronophotographic gun.  

History The of Movies 
By: Logan Hoover 

This gun was actually a camera that was shaped like a rifle. 

The gun could take 12 pictures in one second and was used to 

photograph the movements of birds before “printing” the pic-

tures off onto a rotating glass plate (which was later swapped 

for paper roll film.) While both of these amazing scientists took 

photographs and projected them into “animations”, they were 

more interested in the stilled images than the projected image. 

This technology used would only actually be for film later by 

other innovators. 

 

Much later, in 1891, Thomas Alva Edison made 2 machines 

called the Kinetograph and Kinetoscope. While he didn’t decide 

to develop a projector to go along with the Kinetograph (The 

Kinetograph displayed the images and the Kinetoscope was 

the way to view them) until much later, this was the system that 

eventually evolved into the modern movie. 

Spooky 
Review 

By: Logan Hoover 

Jessica Parker, Kathy Najimy) who used to live in the house. Now, with 

the help of a magical cat, the kids must steal the witches' book of 

spells to stop them from becoming immortal. 

 

Logan’s Review: Let’s start off with the topic...I quite enjoy their take 

on what would happen if witches from the Salem Witch Trials were to 

come to the year of 1993. In my opinion, it's an amazing portrayal, with 

funny moments such as the witches being scared of a sprinkler or 

them singing to a crowd of people at a party. It's a very good movie 

that I’d enjoy watching over again just to see the weird interactions. 

The next point I’d like to make is the animation. The cat’s mouth move-

ments and a few of the other “magics” are really good for their time and 

have aged really well. I’d compare the cats movements to that of a 

movie such as Air Bud or similar movies. The spells are a bit reminis-

cent of the first Harry Potter movie animations, which improved as the 

series went on. Overall, as the rating says above, I’d personally rate it 

as a 5 out of 5. It's a great movie to watch in the Halloween season. 

While it is an older movie, it has aged well and stood the test of time. 

They actually thought through all the weaknesses they have and how 

the witches could get around them. The characters have motive: the 

witches want to get younger, the protagonists want to stop them, and 

to save the cat.  

Google Summary: 1993, 

After moving to Salem, 

Mass, teenager Max Den-

nison (Omri Katz) explores 

an abandoned house with 

his sister Dani (Thora Birch) 

and their new friend, Allison 

(Vinessa Shaw). After dis-

missing a story Allison tells 

as superstitious, Max acci-

dentally frees a coven of evil 

witches (Bette Midler, Sarah  

return to Earth, only a ragtag crew of ex-soldiers and an evolutionary 

biologist can prevent the end of the human race.  

Logan’s Review: To start, let's talk about the topic. I think the idea of 

an alien from outer-space hunting down human beings for fun is an 

odd concept that most wouldn't explore (especially four times if you 

exclude the two Alien/Predator ones.) With this being the fourth one, 

something needs explaining. The predator(s) are aliens who use tech-

nology such as helmets, bladed weapons, and other weaponry for their 

hunts. In my opinion, the movie is ok, but not great enough for me to 

recommend. I think the reason why people like to watch it is because 

it’s a violent action movie where the group of ex-soldiers hunt/get hunt-

ed by the predator.  While on the topic of violence, this movie has a lot, 

mostly gore and blood. Another thing you might want to be aware of is 

the high amount of profanity. My only real problem with the movie is it 

all seems a bit mindless in a way. For example, they explain why the 

predators are doing things, but they also don’t actually do anything to 

explain it in detail. I think this sets a bad feel throughout the movie of 

“these writers aren’t interested in what’s going on, they just want to 

have as much bloodshed as possible in their action movie”. Overall, I 

personally would rate it at a 3 / 5 I personally didn’t enjoy it, but I didn’t 

hate it either. 

Google Summary: 2018, 

From the outer reaches of 

space to the small-town 

streets of suburbia, the hunt 

comes home. The uni-

verse's most lethal hunters 

are stronger, smarter and 

deadlier than ever before, 

having genetically upgraded 

themselves with DNA from 

other species. When a boy 

accidentally triggers their  
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Animals 
Believe It Not?! 

The Deersquirrel is 90% squirrel and 10% deer. Their diet consists 

of leaves, twigs, fruits, nuts, grass, corn, alfalfa, seeds, eggs, small 

insects, caterpillars, small animals, and sometimes even young 

By: Braylon Rangel 

snakes. They also have a great sense of smell to locate food they’ve hidden. The Deersquirrel is a 

ruminant animal, meaning they eat their food then regurgitate it and eat it again until it goes  

through all 4 of their stomachs. This animal can go 20 to 30 MPH and weighs about 0.88 to 1.3 lbs. Their lifespan is anywhere between 

11 months to 4.5 years. When attacked by a predator, the Deersquirrel will zig zag to avoid the predator. They also pretend to bury 

nuts to trick thieves, and sometimes they don’t dig up all the nuts so a new tree begins to grow. They can also jump 6-10 feet in the air, 

and are great swimmers. The deersquirrel’s eyes are on the side of its head giving it 310 degree vision., Night vision is an added bonus 

to these        endangered animals. They can see great in the dark which is great for dawn and dusk, because it is when they are most 

active. These creatures are found in Australia, running rampant amongst the dingos, Tasmanian Devils, and kangaroos. They usually 

avoid colder climates, so when the Australian winter comes, they get out quick! They split up with some swimming towards New Zea-

land and others heading to the Fiji islands. All in all, this is a curious animal with many hidden talents.  

The Short Beaked Echidna is a monotreme, meaning they lay 

eggs. They are about 30 to 45 centimeters, or 12 to 18 inches 

long, and weigh about 2 to 5 kilograms, or 6.5 to 14.5 pounds. 

Their body temperature is lower than normal mammals, it is 

around 31 to 32 degrees Celsius, or 87.8 to 87.6 degrees 

Fahrenheit. Their legs protrude outwards, then downwards, 

like that of a reptile, causing a waddling affect. Their fur has 2 

layers, the first is short, and coarse keeping them protected 

from the cold, and the longer hair acts as spines, which pro-

tects them from predators, like goannas, dingoes, foxes, feral 

cats, dogs, eagles, and Tasmanian Devils. Their spines are 50 

millimeters or 2 inches and are made of keratin, or the material 

material our fingernails are made of. The echidna preys on ants, termites, grubs, larvae, and worms. Their nose can 

sense electrical signals from insect’s bodies, they then proceed to dig the insect up and consume it, but since they have 

no teeth they have a horny pad on the back of their tongue to grind up their prey. This animal is one weird animal, from 

laying eggs, to a horny pad instead of teeth. 

Which is real? Which is fake? You decide! 

WMS LEGO Club is holding a dodgeball tournament after school on October 22 from 2:30-5:00. Parents 

will have to sign a permission slip in order to buy a ticket. Tickets will be sold on the 21st and the 22nd in 

the morning before school outside of Mrs. McDowell's room. Tickets are $3 to play and $2 to watch.  

If you can dodge a wrench, you can dodge a ball! 
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As our paper is just beginning this 

year, I thought I’d share about the 

very beginning of video game history 

before I jump into my game review. 

There are a number of                 

misconceptions about early video 

games, so I did my own research to 

find out the truth. 

While video games only really picked 

up in the late 70’s and early 80’s, the 

very first computerized game was 

created all the way back in 1952. As 

I learned from streetdirectory.com, it 

was Noughts and Crosses (or OXO), 

a digital version of Tic-Tac-Toe. After 

that was Tennis for Two in 1958, a 

similar predecessor to the more pop-

ular Pong. In 1961, Spacewar was 

programmed, a game where two 

players controlled battling starships. 

However, none of these games were 

sold, so perhaps they don’t count as 

the “first” video games if they weren’t 

marketed.  

Computer Space, on the other hand, 

fits the bill. It was released in 1971 

and was heavily inspired by     

Spacewar. It was sold and put in 

public spaces, but it didn’t become 

very popular, as its controls were 

awkward and the gameplay was 

complicated for people who had  

never seen a computer game before. 

The next year, the famous Pong 

game was distributed in                

arcade-cabinet and home console 

form, and it was a massive success. 

It sold tens of thousands of copies  

and gave its creator, Atari, a 

jumpstart into the young industry of 

gaming. 

I began writing this segment to find 

the “first” computer game, but I    

ended the story with a different 

question than I came in with. Multiple 

games could claim to be the first of 

them all, but I think Noughts and 

Crosses has the most compelling 

case. It could just as easily be     

considered Computer Space, 

though. Without further ado, the  

Decay of Logos review.  

When I first saw the trailers for    

Amplify Creations’ Decay of Logos, I 

was very hopeful for this French 

teams’ action-adventure game. It 

looked a lot like Nintendo’s Breath of 

the Wild, an outstanding game, so 

perhaps this little studio could follow 

suit. 

I looked online at professional     

reviews, and they were…not great. 

People were complaining about 

clunky, slow controls, bad frame lag, 

and your character’s elk companion 

acting glitchy and unmaneuverable. I 

remained steadfast. I was           

determined to buy this game and 

see for myself that it was great, that 

the critics were wrong, that it is a  

shining gem of independent-

developer gaming. 

In short, my determination was    

misplaced. In long, I got 20 minutes 

in and wanted to quit playing.  First 

off, I’ll talk about the opening.    

Mostly, it’s a cutscene-assisted tuto-

rial, taking place in the player     

character’s home village as it’s   

burning to the ground. You control 

the protagonist, Ada, as she       

blunders past flaming buildings to 

hack at mindless bad guys. I didn’t 

think a character’s home being   

incinerated could be anything but 

sad, but it invokes no emotion   

whatsoever as you play through the 

first scene of Decay of Logos. 

The rest of the game follows suit. In 

the next scene, you lead your elk 

friend around through an autumn 

forest into a creepy castle, with odd, 

wooden people fighting you. You 

never seem to have enough health, 

and the attacks in combat are     

infuriatingly slow. The puzzle      

sequences are pretty good, but the 

player has to get through a            

gruelingly repetitive game cycle to 

get from one to the other. 

Overall, Decay of Logos looks great 

on the surface, but once the               

gameplay starts, most players will 

immediately be turned away. Spend 

your twenty dollars on something 

else. 

By: Emery McEvoy 

It’s safe to say social media is everywhere in 2019. Most teenagers use it, many 

adults use it, even lots of kids use social media. Snapchat, Instagram, and 

YouTube are easily the top 3 most used. Social media has a big role in increasing 

teen social connections and helping them learn good technical skills. Over fifty 

percent of teens visit social media sites daily. More than a third of them visit sites 

several times a day. One in four teens are heavy social media users, using at 

least 2 types of social media each day. People think social media is a fun way to 

talk about your life and share with others, but teenagers using social media can 

have pretty bad experiences.  

 

Social media can even affect teens mental health. Multiple studies have shown  
By: Landon Wilson 

Continued on page 8 
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Comics are something that’s been entertaining people for generations. From Peanuts (Charlie Brown) by Charles M. Schulz to the 

Pearls Before Swine by Stephan Pastis, comics have been a mainstay in newspapers for years. But,     exactly how long have they 

been here? Better yet, how have they changed peoples lives and how have they changed themselves over the years? Actual comic 

strips started in the late 19th century with comic strips such as Katzenjammer Kids in 1987 by Rudolph Dirks. According to Lambiek 

Comiclopedia, they were influenced by the German comic strip Max and Morizt by Wilhelm Busch. Katzenjammer Kids was one of 

these many comic strips which were just people of Germany sending their relatives (who now resided in America) comic magazines 

which became an inspiration for many of these early comics. 

 

There were some problems back then with being a cartoonist. If you didn’t know, a cartoonist is someone whose main job is to draw, 

whether that be for an animated production or for a comic strip. So when a person refers to themselves as such they aren’t just giving 

themselves a name, they are actually using a professional term. Anyways, a problem they faced was that back then was they didn’t 

actually own their comics. Illustrators did create those comics but the newspaper that published these strips were the ones who actu-

ally owned them. This caused some problems between the newspapers and cartoonist over the creations. For example, Bill Waterson 

had to fight for not only the licensing for his comic strip Calvin and Hobbes but also the restricted format for it too, which is where the 

newspaper has the ability to cut any strip. This is the reason for the scarce amount of Calvin and Hobbes merchandise. Bill Waterson 

didn’t want his characters to be oversaturated with that stuff and to have people grow tired of them. I hope I’ve peaked your interest in 

knowing more about these pieces of historic entertainment. I hope you enjoy some comics created by some of our Growl Gazette writ-

ers Lincoln Patrick and Dustin Shelton.  

Look 
into Comic Strips Historical 

By: Aidan Helms 
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        Poetry? Short Story? 

              Artwork? Jokes? 

               Announcements? 

If you would like to submit 

              something to be published in 

           The Growl Gazette, please 

             email your submission to 

        kristinaloveland@willardschools.net  
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that longer time spent on social media can be related to signs 

of depression and even low self-esteem, especially teen girls 

because they are comparing themselves with a flock of celebri-

ties,  photoshopped to appear thinner, prettier, and rich. Many 

teens really worry about what others on social media think of 

them. Cyberbullying is one bad behavior that has caused many 

teens anxiety. Teens are at risk of cyberbullying from using 

social media. Cyberbullying is associated with depression,  

anxiety, and a higher risk of suicidal thoughts. 

More bad effects are sleep deprivation and loneliness. Studies 

say that more than half of adolescents use social media on 

their phone prior than going to bed. It’s not only the blue light 

from electronic screens that’s disrupting falling asleep. It’s also 

the stress of the content on social media. This loss of sleep for 

teens can lead to moodiness, a drop in grades, and overeating,    

Weapons of Mass Distraction continued from page 5 

as well as giving them depression, anxiety, and ADD.  

 
Teens using social media may think it’s bringing them closer to 
other people, but in reality it makes them feel more isolated and 

makes them not want to be around others. Social media also 
makes people lonely and makes them want to be alone. Ac-

cording to a Harvard Health Publishing article by Jeremy Nobel, 
“a 2017 survey of nearly 48,000 college students, 64% said 

they had felt “very lonely” in the previous 12 months. If engag-
ing in social media does not leave you with warm feelings, dial 

down usage.” 
 

Kids can spend way too much time on their phones looking at 
social media. The best way for your kid to not be on social me-
dia 24/7 is to shorten their screen time. Shortening their time 
reduces the risk of getting cyberbullied, threatened or hurt by 

other people on social media. 

Fall 
Sports 

Let’s Get Our Cleats On! 
By: Seth Miller 

Ladies and gentlemen, let's get our cleats on! The recent fall 

sports assembly covered three sports: football, cross country, 

and volleyball. It also featured our awesome cheer squad, 

who put on a great performance!  

First, let's talk with a WMS Cross Country Team star, Garry 

Adams.  

 

Seth: “So Garry is Cross Country hard?  

Garry: ”If you work hard then yeah but if you just fool around 

then not really.”  

Seth: ”Garry has any Willard tiger won the meet?  

Garry: “Not yet, but we got really close, I even got 18th. 

Seth: “How long is the track?  

Garry: “It goes from one and a half miles to two miles.” 

Seth: “Is there anything that you want to add” 

Garry: ”If you want to do Cross Country next year then do it, 

don't be nervous, because there are no cuts or tryouts.” 

 

Next, let's talk FOOTBALL! There are 4 football teams: 2 

eighth grade and 2 seventh grade. So far the seventh grade 

B-team’s record is 1 win and 5 losses. The seventh grade 

football team has a record of 3 wins and 3 losses. The eighth 

grade B-team has a record of 0 wins and 3 losses. And the 

eighth grade A-team has a record of 1 win and 3 losses.  

Continued on page 10 

https://www.bphope.com/kids-children-teens/sleep-tips-for-parents-of-teens-with-bipolar-disorder/
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} 
Is a Song 

just Music? 
By: Amberlynn Glenn 

Have you ever really thought about the lyrics in the songs you 

listen to? Usually, they have a deeper meaning for the artist like 

something that has happened to them in the past, recently, or it’s 

just lyrics that they connect to. I took a listen and did some re-

search on the song Thank u, next by Ariana Grade and have 

some observations and facts about it that I’d like to share. 

Lyrics: Thought I'd end up with Sean; But he wasn't a match; 

Wrote some songs about Ricky; Now I listen and laugh; Even al-

most got married; And for Pete, I'm so thankful; I Wish I could say; 

"Thank you" to Malcolm; 'Cause he was an angel { My thoughts: Here she is talking about how she thought she would end up with one guy, then the next. Turns 

out they   didn't, but in the end she thanks them for making her stronger than she was.  

Lyrics: One taught me love; One taught me patience; And one taught me pain; Now, I'm so amazing; I've 

loved and I've lost; But that's not what I see; So, look what I got; Look what you taught me; And for that, I say; 

Thank you, next 

My thoughts: Ariana could be saying she learned patience from Pete Davidson, since they rushed into a rela-

tionship. She could be saying she learned love from Big Sean, who was her first notable boyfriend. Lastly, she 

could be saying she learned pain from Mac Miller, who died from overdosing in 2018.  

Lyrics: One day I'll walk down the aisle; Holding hands with my mama; I'll be thanking my dad ;  'Cause she 

grew from the drama; Only wanna do it once, real bad; Gon’ make that last 

My Thoughts: According to Genius.com, Ariana was showing gratitude to her father, Edward Butera who 

divorced her mother, Joan Grande, when Ariana was just 9 years old.  

Social 
Media 
Risks 

The most popular social media network risks are: Cyberbullying, Invasion of Privacy, and 
Identity Theft. So many teens have social media like Snapchat, Instagram, and Tik Tok. 
When teens get the app they will most likely put personal information into their bio. A lot of 
teens are being pressured these days to join the social media network. There are so many 
people that fake their identity, if and when that happens, that can lead to teenagers (and 
even adults) getting kidnapped. If you are getting ready to post a picture on Instagram or 
Snapchat from a party or some big event, you should always ask yourself these three     
questions: “Would you be comfortable with a future boss or the Principal of your school see-

ing it?” “Are you okay with your grandmother seeing this?” and “Can someone that doesn’t 
like you use it against you?” (BJ Foster)  

By: Ryleigh Baxter 

Also, some of the language is very inappropriate for little kids that use them. The most dangerous social media app is 
Snapchat because its an image messaging and multimedia app. Most adolescence use Snapchat to talk with their friends, 
do silly stuff, and to use filters. More often than not, some teens are using Snapchat to send/post inappropriate pictures 
and videos. Students are also doing this frequently during the school day. This has consequences! You could receive after 
school detention, in school suspension, or out of school suspension. 
 
When they are on it too much it can have so many side effects like, eye strain, social withdrawal or lack of sleep. Also, you 
can get really stressed and lose focus. Another negative side effect of social media is very unhealthy sleeping patterns.  
 
A few  of the safe social media apps you can have are Pinterest and parental controlled YouTube. Pinterest is safe be-
cause you can see how to do cool crafts and see other really awesome stuff. According to the article “All About Vision” “ 
UV rays have higher energy than visible light rays, which makes them capable of producing changes in the skin that create 
a suntan. In fact, the bulbs in tanning booths emit a controlled amount of UV radiation specifically for this reason.  
But too much exposure to UV causes a painful sunburn — and even worse, can lead to skin cancer. These rays also can 
cause sunburned eyes — a condition called photokeratitis or snow blindness.” Also, Teens around the world can become 
in need of glasses because of the blue light shining off the screen.    

Is social media safe for 10-11 and 12 year olds? Well the age that you are supposed to be to have Snapchat, Instagram, 
and TikTok is 13 years of age. Besides that there are so many kids on social media that aren’t 13 or older. It’s a very  

Continued on page 13 

https://www.allaboutvision.com/conditions/snowblind.htm
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Fall 
Sports 

Let’s Get Our Cleats On! 

I interviewed our WMS’s football team’s star waterboy, 

Raymond Ray. 

 

Seth: “Raymond is it harder to be a waterboy or to 

play?“ 

Raymond: “I think It is a lot harder to be the waterboy. 

Everyone else get breaks but I have to keep going in 

the heat.”  

 

Our last football game was yesterday, October 17th. 

Hope you showed up to cheer on our WMS football 

team. There is no word if the missed game from last 

week will be rescheduled.  

 

Lastly, let's talk about our WMS volleyball team that 

slaves away in the hot gyms. Their team's record is 8 

and 3 (meaning that they’ve won eight and lost three). 

This is the best record in the Willard Middle school 

sports department. 7th grader Violet Kirkpatrick joined 

volleyball 5 years ago after trying out several sports. 

Volleyball was something she felt the best at. 

“Volleyball is so fun. It’s challenging at times, but in the 

end it’s always worth going through the hard times. You 

win as a team, you lose as a team. I want to encourage 

girls who aren’t involved in anything to try out for volley-

ball! You may have a hidden talent you didn’t know 

about!” says Kirkpatrick.  

 

Regardless of our sports records, one thing’s for cer-

tain...we need to get out there and support our teams. 

LET'S GO TIGERS!!!  

Continued from page 8 

A book review by Izzy Medlin 
Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark 

It’s spooky season, and in case you didn’t know, Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark is a book that can definitely send a chill 

down your spine. This fictional book, with stories collected from folklore, is made up of different scary stories with each 

chapter having around five stories in it. They recently made a movie on this book. I feel like the best chapter to review for 

you would be, “THEY EAT YOUR EYES, THEY EAT YOUR NOSE”. This chapter is just blooming with quality horror, and 

can really squeeze lemon juice on the cuts of positive thinking. This chapter even has a song in it, “The Hearse Song”. It 

reads:  

“Don’t you ever think when a hearse goes by,  

for you may be the next to die.  

They wrap you up in a big white sheet, 

From your head down to your feet. 

They put you in a big black box, 

And cover you up with dirt and rocks. 

All goes well for about a week, 

Until your coffin begins to leak…” 

Every time I read that part it always puts a bad image in my 

head. What image did it give to you? If I were to recommend 

any book to read during this Halloween season, I couldn’t think 

of a better story than this one. Have a thrilling and happy       

Halloween! 

Art submission by 8th 

grader Kyle Hoadley 
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Spooky 
facts about 

Halloween 
By: Andrew Orfin 

Down 
 
1. Michael J. Fox and Christopher Lloyd star in this 80s    
classic 
 
2. Lead guitarist of Guns N’ Roses 
 
3. What is the blue infinity stone in the film Infinity War 
 
7. The Green infinity stone in the film Infinity War 
 

Across 
 
4. Who played Darth Vader in the original 3 Star Wars films? 
 
5. Adelle released this song in October of 2015 
 
6. Artist of “Eye of the Tiger” 

8. A film starring Macaulay Culkin in 1990  

Prepare your spook, because Halloween is just around the    

corner. With the upcoming spooky season how about learning 

some spooky facts about Halloween, the spookiest time of year. 

So before I can stuff the word spooky 10 more times into the 

introduction, let’s get into some facts! 

Let's begin at the beginning, of Halloween. About 2,000 years ago there were Celtic tribes in the not so spooky place of modern-day Ire-

land. They would celebrate the holiday of Samhain,  where they believed dead people’s ghosts came back to earth. When Christianity 

came to Ireland a new holiday called All Souls’ Day also came.  All Souls’ Day was celebrated the day after Samhain. People use to call All 

Souls’ Day All-Hallows, so then they started calling Samhain All-Hallows-Eve which became the holiday we know and love, Halloween. 

 

Ready to get spooked this month by fellow trick or treaters? Well, how about a crowd of them because about 180 million trick or treaters 

are celebrating the spooky season. And let these numbers spook you because in 2018, over 9 billion dollars was spent for Halloween! 

 

But get ready to get terrified by these HEALTH FACTS. Did you know that the typical trick or treater consumes from between 3500 and 

7000 calories just from candy! Also, about 90 million pounds of just chocolate are purchased by Americans. To show you how much this is, 

it would take 540 pushups just to burn off a 330 calorie donut. Good luck burning off those pounds this year. 

 

There is more to Halloween than just candy and costumes, pumpkins are also here to decorate. Feeling competitive? Well you will need to 

try hard because the biggest pumpkin recorded was over 1800 pounds! Also, during 2006, about a billion pounds of pumpkins were grown 

in the US. Also, don’t forget that pumpkins are not only orange but sometimes red, yellow, green, and even white. So don’t be spooked 

when you think you saw a skeleton pumpkin! 

 

So this spooky season remember to dress up, go out, and have fun! Plus if you can, try not to eat too much candy (if you can). There are 

365 days in a year and only one of them is Halloween, so get ready for the spooky season.  
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the Family 
A monthly column with 

tips, tricks, and ideas on 

how to strengthen your 

family and relationships. 

What’s so fun about fall you ask? Hanging out with your family! You 
know what is cool? When you want to have fun with your family and it 
doesn't cost a single dime.  My favorite time of the year is fall, be-
cause the weather is perfect. Here are some local things you can do: 

• Nathanael Greene Park 

• Play at the park 

• Take a family walk 

• Visit the welcome center and learn something new 

• Bass Pro Shops 

• Visit the NRA National Sporting Arms Museum 

• Walk around and enjoy the wildlife and fish 

• Enjoy dreaming about summertime and look-
ing at boats 

• The Nature Center  

• Go on a family hike 

• Park Central Square 

• Walk around and enjoy historic                            
Springfield, MO 

• Lew’s Ozarks Fishing Museum 

• Phelps Grove Park 

• Play frisbee and enjoy a picnic 

• Valley Watermill Park 

• Enjoy the scenery 

• Go on a long walk 

• Feed the ducks 

• Rutledge Wilson Farm Park 

• Enjoy the animals 

• Small fee activities 

• Fish 

• Frisco Highline Trail 

• Go on a long family bike ride 

• Open Gym (call the rec center for more info) 

• Basketball 

• Volleyball 

• Willard Parks Trunk-or-Treat 

• October 26th, 5-7pm 

• Dress up and get free candy 

• Bounce Houses 

• Games 

• Willard Parks BOO BASH Halloween dance 

• TONIGHT! October 18th, 6-9pm at the REC 

• Minimal cost of $5 at the door 

• Prizes to costume winners 

• Halloween treats and snacks available for purchase  

By: Emma Hopper 

 Sharpen the Saw 

It’s important to spend time with family and 

friends. Sharpening the saw means keeping 

yourself fresh so you have a more balanced life 

physically, socially, emotionally, mentally, and 

spiritually. When you renew                                          

yourself you are more capable to                                 

produce great schoolwork and handle                            

the challenges around you! 
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By: Christian Tatro 

You live on Junctionway Avenue, the houses here are run down and 
so is yours. However one house stands out from the rest, it looks 
bigger, older, and more beat down than any other. This house is 
empty, as it has been for years, making it the perfect place for an old 
fashioned truth or dare.  
 
You and your friends are in the living room of this abandoned house, 
readying to play “the best game of truth or dare ever.”  
 
However you don’t really get the chance to play it, because when you 
sit down in a circle with your friends, you start hearing footsteps on 
the stairs. Creek, creek, creek. What do you do? 

A. Run (Go to section A) 
B. Hide (Go to section B) 
C. Stay Still (Go to section C) 

 
Section A: 
You run out the door safely. Nice choice. 
 
 
Section B: 
You hide behind the couch, your friends do not. A man comes around 
the stairway and into the living room, he looks old and quite possibly 
dangerous. He doesn’t seem to see you, but he does see your 
friends, “Now you’ve done it. You’ve put yourself in more danger than 
you could ever imagine.” He grabs your friends and goes upstairs. 
You can hear screaming. What do you do? 

A. Run (Go to section A) 
B. Go upstairs (Go to section D) 
C. Stay (Go to section E) 

 
Section C: 
A man comes around the stairway and into the living room, he looks 
old and quite possibly dangerous. He sees you, and your friends, 
“Now you’ve done it. You’ve put yourself in more danger than you 
could ever imagine.” He grabs you and your friends and goes up-
stairs. 

 
You failed.  

Section D: 
You head upstairs after your friends quietly, you see a narrow 
hallway. Several doors are in this hallway but only one is 
opened. You go to this door, you see your friends on the bed 
sobbing, duct tape is stuck over their mouths, though you can 
tell they’re trying to tell you something. You turn around to see 
the man that took them up hear hovering over you, “Hello, little 
one.”   
What do you do? 

A. Kick him (Go to section E) 
B. Run (Go to section A) 

 
 
Section E: 
You successfully kick him in the leg, he bends down in pain and 
you and your friends run out of the room. He quickly regains 
himself and follows you, all of you run down the stairs and stop 
in the living room. He stands on one end of the room. You and 
your friends on the other.  
 

 

Read the November edition of The Growl Gazette to find 

out what you do next!  

Social 
Media 
Risks 
Continued from page 9 

unsafe thing for all kids in general. 
Did you know that there are many 
researchers that are now calling  
Instagram an addiction. They are 
linking it to a mental health risks and 
depression.  
 
A lot of people might want to know 
how to stop an addiction to social 
media. Turn off all notifications, then 
watch how much you mindlessly 
forget, without even knowing it, you 

can create new rituals in the morn-
ings and the evenings rather than 
scrolling through social media. What 
can you do rather than be on Insta-
gram, Snapchat, and TikTok? You 
can hang out with your friends and 
your family instead.  
 
There are so many people that can 
have an imposter account and with 
what could happen with your person-
al information is very unsafe. The 
imposter could be a predator and if 
he/she found out where you lived 
they could come and kidnap you and 
do something bad. One very im-
portant thing is that, social media 
can have a very bad effect on your 
school grades!  

 Word Search 

And 

Pop Culture Trivia 

Answers 

Crossword Answer Key: 
1. Back To The Future 

2. Slash 
3. Space 

4. David Prowse 
5. Hello 

6. Survivor 
7. Time 

8. Home Alone 


